Ethical Code of Conduct for Fieldwork

Fieldwork is vital to research, exploration, and data collection across various disciplines.
Fieldwork refers to the hands-on research or data collection activities that researchers conduct
directly in the field, typically outside of a laboratory or controlled environment. It involves
gathering information, observations, and data from real-world settings, often involving
interactions with people, communities, and natural environments. Upholding a strong ethical
code of conduct is essential to ensure the integrity, respect, and well-being of researchers and
the communities they work in. The following detailed ethical code of conduct outlines principles
and guidelines to be followed during fieldwork:

Respect for the Dignity and Diversity

Treat all individuals and communities with respect, regardless of background, culture, or
beliefs.

Recognise and value the diversity of perspectives and traditions encountered during
fieldwork.

Obtain informed consent from participants, ensuring they fully understand their
involvement's purpose, risks, and benefits. If language barriers are present, make sure to
have a translator accompanying you to facilitate precise and effective communication.

Cultural Sensitivity

Prioritise cultural understanding and sensitivity when interacting with local
communities.

Seek permission before entering sacred or sensitive areas and obtain guidance on
appropriate behaviours and attire.

Collaborate with local experts and community leaders to navigate cultural nuances
respectfully.

Privacy and Confidentiality

Protect the privacy and confidentiality of participants by using anonymised data and
safeguarding sensitive information.

Use discretion when discussing personal or sensitive matters, especially when
interacting with communities in public.

Transparency and Honesty

Clearly explain the research purpose, methods, and potential outcomes to participants.
Be honest about the study's limitations, potential biases, and any conflicts of interest.

Minimisation of Harm



Take steps to minimise physical, emotional, psychological, and social harm to
participants and the environment.

Prioritise the well-being and safety of all individuals involved, including researchers,
participants, and local populations.

Provide resources for counselling or support services when necessary.

Informed Consent

Obtain informed and voluntary consent from participants, using language and
communication methods appropriate to their culture and understanding.

Clearly explain participation's purpose, duration, risks, and potential benefits before
obtaining consent.

Fairness and Equity

Ensure fair and equitable distribution of benefits, resources, and opportunities among
participants and communities.
Avoid favouritism or exploitation and provide fair compensation when appropriate.

Environmental Responsibility

Minimise environmental impact by adhering to responsible and sustainable practices.
Obtain proper permits and approvals for activities that may affect the environment or
local ecosystems.

Data Integrity and Reporting

Maintain accurate, unbiased, and comprehensive records of data collection,
observations, and interactions.

Report findings honestly and transparently, acknowledging both positive and negative
outcomes.

Community Engagement and Empowerment

Foster a collaborative and inclusive approach by involving local communities in the
research process.

Share findings and knowledge with the community, contributing to their empowerment
and capacity-building.

Continual Learning and Adaptation

Continuously educate oneself about the fieldwork context's cultural, ethical, and social
aspects.

Adapt and modify research methods based on feedback from participants and
communities.



Professional Integrity

e Adhere to the ethical guidelines and standards set by relevant professional associations
and institutions.

e Uphold the reputation of the research discipline and maintain ethical standards even in
challenging situations.

Collaboration and Cooperation

e Collaborate with local researchers, organisations, and stakeholders to ensure a holistic
and respectful approach to fieldwork.
e Foster positive relationships based on mutual understanding, trust, and shared goals.

Adhering to this comprehensive ethical code of conduct ensures that fieldwork is conducted
responsibly, respectfully, and with the well-being of all involved parties at the forefront. Regular
self-reflection, open communication, and a commitment to ongoing improvement are essential
components of upholding these ethical principles.



Code of Conduct for Obtaining and Respecting Permits in Fieldwork

Obtaining the necessary permits is a crucial aspect of responsible and ethical field work,
ensuring compliance with legal, environmental, and cultural requirements.

The following code of conduct outlines principles and guidelines for obtaining and respecting
permits during fieldwork:

Permits

Prior to fieldwork, appropriate permits are required. The permit requirements set forth by the
South African Heritage Resource Agency (SAHRA) Policy must always be adhered to. If, for any
reason, a person violates these policies, it must be reported to SARHA promptly. For more
information, go to the SARHA website.

Compliance with Laws and Regulations

e Researchers must thoroughly research and understand the local, national, and
international laws and regulations related to fieldwork and permits.

e Before commencing any field work activities, obtain all required permits, licenses, and
approvals from relevant governing bodies, landowners and relevant stakeholders.

Ethical Engagement with Authorities

e Interact transparently and ethically with relevant governmental agencies, local
authorities, and community leaders when seeking permits.

e Provide accurate and complete information in permit applications, including the
research's scope, purpose, and potential impacts.

Respect for Indigenous and Local Rights

e Recognise and respect Indigenous communities and local populations' rights and land
ownership.

e Consult with and obtain permission from indigenous groups or local communities when
conducting research on their territories.

Environmental Impact Assessment

e Conduct thorough environmental impact assessments to identify potential ecological
and cultural impacts for fieldwork activities.

e Implement measures to mitigate and minimise negative environmental and local
ecosystem impacts.

Transparent Data Collection Reporting

e Clearly communicate the purpose and goals of the research in permit applications,
outlining how data will be collected, analysed, and reported.


https://www.sahra.org.za/

Maintain accurate records of permit-related documentation and correspondence.

Adherence to Permit Conditions

Strictly adhere to all conditions stipulated in the obtained permits, including timeframes,
access limitations, and reporting requirements.

Seek additional permissions or amendments to permits if any changes to the research
plan arise.

Collaboration with Local Experts

Collaborate with local researchers, experts, and institutions to enhance understanding of
permit requirements and local regulations.

Engage with local stakeholders to ensure the research is aligned with community needs
and interests.

Conservation and Preservation

Prioritise the conservation and preservation of cultural heritage sites, ecosystems, and
natural resources in accordance with permit guidelines.

Contribute to protecting sensitive areas and species, adhering to ethical guidelines for
responsible research.

Inclusive Engagement

Engage in open dialogue and communication with local communities and stakeholders
regarding the research objectives and permit-related activities.

Consider fieldwork's potential social and cultural impacts and strive to ensure a positive
and respectful presence.

Reporting and Accountability

Regularly update relevant authorities, institutions, and communities about the progress
of the research and any unforeseen challenges.

Assume responsibility for any adverse impacts resulting from failure to comply with
permit conditions or ethical standards.

Continuous Learning and Improvement

Continuously educate oneself about the permit process, local regulations, and best
practices for ethical fieldwork.

Evaluate the effectiveness of the permit acquisition process and make improvements
based on lessons learned.



By adhering to this ethical code of conduct for obtaining and respecting permits, researchers
can ensure that their fieldwork is conducted legally, responsibly, and with due consideration for
the rights and well-being of local communities and ecosystems.



